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County  Hall 

Newport,  I.W. 
Tel.  Newport  2261 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  and  to  the  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough  of  Newport  for  the  year  1959. 

The  Birth  Rate  remained  much  the  same  as  in  the 
previous  year  12.0. 

The  Stillbirth  Rate  also  hardly  varied  at  20.5. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  fell  further  from  12.4  to 
8.4. 

The  Death  Rate  fell  to  16.7. 

Deaths  from  all  forms  of  cancer  were  exactly  the  same  as 
last  year,  46,  of  which  9  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  (one 
less  than  in  the  previous  year).  Eight  of  the  deaths  from 
lung  cancer  occurred  in  males  and  only  one  in  females. 

Heart  disease  was  certified  as  the  cause  of  death  in  123 
cases  of  which  coronary  artery  disease  accounted  for  a  total 
of  44  deaths  (29  in  males,  15  in  females).  It  appears  that 
women  have  some  sort  of  natural  protection  from  this 
disease  to  a  great  extent. 

Forty-seven  deaths  were  due  to  strokes,  30  due  to 
pneumonia,  and  13  due  to  bronchitis,  the  English  Disease. 

There  was  only  one  case  of  suicide  during  the  year  in  a 
male.  One  death  occurred  from  a  road  accident. 

Four  new  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
notified  within  the  Borough  during  the  year  and  there  were 
5  transfers  from  the  mainland.  H.M.  Prison  and  Borstal 
Institution  in  addition  notified  4  new  cases  and  1  inwards 
transfer.  One  patient  suffering  from  this  disease  died  from 
another  cause  during  the  year.  There  was  one  death  from 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  cases  of  measles  fell  from  485  to  27  and  in 
the  case  of  whooping  cough  the  figure  fell  from  67  to  9. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  these  diseases  nor  from 
scarlet  fever. 

No  case  of  poliomyelitis  occurred. 

Five  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified, 
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German  measles  has  always  been  regarded  as  a  trivial 
disease  in  childhood  and  just  a  nuisance  in  the  adult.  Of 
recent  years  however  it  has  been  shown  that  in  certain  cases 
in  women  expecting  a  baby  it  must  be  regarded  in  a  much 
more  serious  light. 

Sonne  Dysentery 

On  February  23rd  a  child  aged  10  was  notified  as  a  case 
of  food  poisoning.  Stools  were  examined  from  this  child  and 
other  immediate  contacts.  This  history  was  as  follows. 
On  19th  February  this  child  became  ill  with  malaise,  loss  of 
appetite  and  nausea.  At  9  p.m.  she  began  vomiting  and 
had  diarrhoea  most  of  the  night,  with  a  high  temperature. 
On  the  20th  her  symptoms  continued,  the  diarrhoea  and 
vomiting  being  worse  and  the  temperature  higher. 

Symptoms  continued  till  the  23rd  when  she  made  a 
clinical  recovery. 

Tier  father  and  mother  were  found  on  bacteriological 
investigation  to  have  stools  containing  Sonne  dysentery 
organisms  although  neither  had  any  history  of  even  the 
mildest  illness. 

Pupils  from  the  school  which  this  child  attended  were 
investigated  and  three  were  found  to  be  excreting  Sonne 
dysentery  organisms  but  were  themselves  symptomless. 

On  April  30th  it  was  found  that  an  employee  of  a  large 
dairy  had  Sonne  dysentery  organisms  in  his  stools.  This 
person  was  employed  on  making  dried  milk  for  animal  feed. 
This  work  was  stopped  by  a  letter  under  The  Milk  and 
Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959,  Part  VII  and  his 
employers  gave  every  assistance  to  this  department  in 
eradicating  the  infection. 

In  May  an  employee  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Water  Board 
was  found  to  be  suffering  from  symptoms  of  dysentery.  The 
Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Board  were  most  helpful  in  our 
efforts  to  ensure  that  no  potable  water  could  be  contaminated 
and  the  sufferer  was  very  co-operative. 

Again  in  May  a  local  pharmaceutical  dispenser  was  found 
to  be  excreting  Sonne  dysentery  organisms.  He  voluntarily 
agreed  to  refrain  from  engaging  in  dispensing  until  he  was 
certified  free  from  infection  from  this  department. 

The  infection  continued  to  be  widespread  and  was 
largely  concentrated  on  an  old  school  in  the  town,  in  which 
the  washing  facilities  for  pupils  were  substandard,  for 
example  there  was  no  hot  water  supply.  As  a  result  of 
certain  recommendations  I  made  to  the  Education  Depart- 
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ment  of  the  County  Council  through  their  Principal  School 
Medical  Officer,  necessary  hygiene  improvements  were  made 
which  could  only  result  in  better  health  conditions  on  the 
premises. 

In  July  there  was  a  mild  outbreak  of  gastro-enteritis  at 
an  infants’  school  in  the  Borough.  On  July  2nd  three 
children  were  absent  from  school  with  diarrhoea  and  vomit¬ 
ing,  on  the  4th  6  were  away  with  the  same  symptoms  and  six 
also  were  absent  from  unknown  causes  but  were  later  found 
to  be  gastro-enteritis  cases. 

In  addition,  the  Headmistress  also  complained  of  the 
same  symptoms.  In  her  case  the  onset  was  at  2  o’clock  in 
the  morning  but  the  condition  was  of  short  duration  and  she 
rapidly  recovered. 

Faecal  samples  from  all  cases  were  taken  and  the  school 
meal  and  its  source  was  also  investigated.  In  no  person  and 
from  no  sample  was  any  pathogeni  organism  isolated. 

It  was  assumed  that  the  illness  was  due  to  a  virus 
infection  as  the  illness  was  widespread  at  the  time  and  other 
island  schools  and  private  individuals  were  similarly  affected. 

In  August  an  outbreak  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting 

occured  in  a  very  well  run  holiday  camp  in  the  Borough.  At 
least  80  persons  were  affected,  one  of  whom  was  seriously  ill. 
It  became  necessary  to  admit  this  case  to  Fairlee  Hospital 
where  after  a  stormy  illness  she  completely  recovered. 

A  full  scale  investigation  was  carried  out  which  included 
specimens  from  holiday  makers  and  staff,  kitchen  inspection, 
re-examination  of  specimens  of  water  from  the  swimming 
pool,  review  of  sewage  disposal  arrangements,  etc. 

All  the  results  were  negative.  Even  in  the  case  of  the 
patient  admitted  to  hospital  no  pathogenic  organism  was 
isolated. 

The  kitchen  of  this  camp  is  modern  and  well  run  but 
several  minor  defects  required  remedying  in  the  interests  of 
food  hygiene. 


Working  mothers:  problems  of  child  care 

There  is  more  than  one  way  of  being  cruel  to  a  child. 
The  more  frank  and  obvious  forms  of  cruelty  are  capable  of 
being  punished  and  the  punishment  inflicted  by  the  Courts 
has,  added  to  it,  social  ostracization.  Again  it  is  in  respect 
of  the  deliberate  or  neglectful  form  of  cruelty  that  action  is 
almost  invariably  taken.  Good  intentions  are  taken  into 
consideration  and  the  genuine  motivating  force  distilled  from 
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the  frequently  conflicting  cloud  of  emotional  forces  tends  to 
obscure  a  clear  and  unbiased  view. 

One  form  of  neglect  and  one  which  is  calculated  to  pro¬ 
duce  an  immense  amount  of  suffering,  if  not  permanent 
damage  to  the  personality  on  a  subconscious  level,  is  involved 
in  the  employment  of  married  women  with  young  children. 

When  a  woman's  family  is  grown  up  it  may  well  be  a 
good  thing  for  her  and  indirectly,  her  family’s  mental  health 
if  she  obtains  some  form  of  occupation  outside  the  home,  not 
necessarily  a  gainful  occupation.  The  picture  and  effect  is 
quite  different  where  there  are  young  children  in  the  home. 

It  is  believed  to  be  an  essential  for  mental  health  that  the 
infant  and  young  child  should  experience  a  warm,  intimate 
and  continuous  relationship  with  his  mother.  If  this 
relationship  is  in  fact  established  the  emotions  of  anxiety  and 
guilt,  which  when  present  in  excess  characterize  certain  forms 
of  mental  ill  health,  will  develop  in  a  moderate  and  controlled 
way. 

When  this  occurs  the  child’s  emotions  will  remain  at 
moderate  strength  and  remain  within  the  control  of  his 
developing  personality.  Any  state  of  affairs  in  which  this 
relationship  does  not  or  ceases,  to  exist  produces  deprivation 
effects  which  are  reflected  in  various  behaviour  disorders  and 
ultimately  neurosis  and  instability  of  character. 

It  has  been  clearly  shown  that  anxieties  arising  in  early 
childhood  predispose  the  children  to  respond  in  an  antisocial 
way  to  later  stresses.  No  amount  of  material  gain  is  of  the 
slightest  value  when  it  is  bought  at  the  expense  of  a  child’s 
unhappiness. 

What  is  the  effect  on  the  young  mind  of  returning  home 
from  school  to  an  empty  house,  often  a  cold  house,  a  house 
without  a  fire  and  without  the  most  potent  source  of  the 
family’s  warmth  and  comfort,  the  Mother?  In  my  opinion 
the  amount  of  damage  inflicted  in  this  way  may  be  incal¬ 
culable. 

There  is  another  result  of  the  mother  going  out  to  work. 
It  is  becoming  increasingly  obvious  that  in  far  too  many  cases 
young  children  in  the  infant  schools  are  being  sent  back  to 
school  after  an  illness  many  days  before  they  should  be. 

Teachers  are  distressed  at  the  condition  of  some  of  these 
children  and  take  it  upon  themselves,  entirely  in  the  interest 
of  the  child,  to  exclude  such  a  child  until  it  is  fit.  In  all 
such  cases  it  has  been  found  that  the  mother  goes  out  to  work 
and  the  child  is  returned  to  school  primarily  to  suit  her 
convenience. 


In  certain  cases  it  may  be  true  that  a  mother  is  not  able 
to  recognise  that  the  child  is  unwell.  On  the  whole  mothers 
may  be  divided  into  two  classes  with  a  minority  in  each.  At 
one  end  of  the  scale  is  the  over-anxious  mother  who  coddles 
her  child  too  much,  while  at  the  other  end  is  the  mother  who 
seems  incapable  of  recognising  the  milder  and  more  serious 
forms  of  ill  health,  perhaps  being  in  culpable  ignorance. 

The  majority  of  mothers  fortunately  present  a  well- 
balanced  degree  of  knowledge  in  respect  of  the  health  and 
well-being  of  their  children. 

There  does  not  seem  any  doubt  that  there  is  a  need  for 
girls  in  the  last  year  at  Secondary  School  to  have  lectures  on 
Child  Care  and  Homecraft  and  for  their  interest  to  be  so 
stimulated  that  when  entering  upon  motherhood  they  will 
willingly  attend  the  talks  and  demonstrations  given  by  the 
Health  Visitors  at  the  Welfare  Clinics. 


Sudden  Death  in  Babies 

Considerable  research  is  being  undertaken  on  the 
problem  of  unexpected  deaths  in  infants.  One  worker  has 
succeeded  in  showing  that  reaction  to  milk  could  be  produced 
experimentally  in  animals  which  closely  resembled  the  post 
mortem  findings  in  infants  who  were  presumed  to  have  died 
from  suffocation  or  infection. 

This  work  is  of  great  importance  because  of  the  extreme 
distress  caused  to  parents  of  children  who  have  been  recorded 
as  dying  of  suffocation,  and  the  overt  guilt  which  the  parents 
naturally  feel  on  such  a  finding  when  a  child  is  found  dead  in 
a  cot  or  pram. 


Cigarette  Smoking 

Few  doctors  and  perhaps  few  laymen  would  seriously 
question  the  existence  of  one  or  more  causative  links  between 
cigarette  smoking  and  much  of  the  disease  occurring  in  the 
lung,  not  necessarily  cancer.  There  is  a  strong  association 
between  chronic  bronchitis  and  cigarette  smoking  and  the 
smoking  of  cigarettes  may  well  be  a  cause  of  the  breakdown 
of  healed  tuberculosis  in  the  lung. 

It  is  also  suspected  that  other  body  systems  may  be 
likewise  harmed,  for  example  there  is  strong  evidence  to 
suggest  that  heavy  cigarette  smoking  may  contribute  to  or 
accelerate  the  development  of  disease  of  the  coronary  arteries. 
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Sewage  Contamination  of  Bathing  Beaches 

During  the  past  ten  years,  increasing  attention  has  cen¬ 
tred  on  the  discharge  of  sewage  into  coastal  waters.  This 
practice  has  been  widely  criticized  on  the  grounds  that 
sewage-polluted  sea  water  is  a  health  hazard  to  bathers. 
Demands  are  consequently  made  for  more  elaborate  or  even 
for  full  treatment  of  the  sewage  of  coastal  towns  so  as  to 
offset  this  risk.  The  presumption  that  such  a  risk  exists  has, 
however,  not  been  supported  by  adequate  bacteriological  or 
epidemiological  evidence.  Both  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
and  Public  Health  Engineers  have  pressed  for  detailed  studies 
of  the  subject  on  which  a  rational  policy  could  be  based. 

In  1953,  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  set  up  a 
committee  with  the  following  terms  of  reference:  (I)  to  study 
the  contamination  of  coastal  bathing  beaches  by  sewage;  (ii) 
to  assess  the  risk  to  health  of  bathing  in  sewage-polluted  sea 
water;  (iii)  to  consider  the  practicability  of  laying  down 
bacteriological  standards  for  bathing  beaches  or  of  grading 
them  according  to  the  degree  of  pollution  to  which  they  are 
exposed. 

Summary 

1.  Bacteriological  surveys  of  more  than  forty  popular 
bathing  beaches  around  the  coasts  of  England  and  Wales 
have  been  made  during  the  past  5  years.  The  great  majority 
of  the  beaches  studied  were  subject  to  contamination  with 
sewage. 

2.  A  rough  grading  of  the  beaches  studied  gave  a 
similar  ranking  order  whether  the  results  of  the  presumptive 
coliform  test  or  faecal  coli  counts  were  used  as  the  basis  of 
grading. 

3.  Grading  of  beaches  was  valid  only  when  surveys 
were  carefully  planned  to  ensure  representative  sampling 
from  the  areas  on  the  beaches  concerned  where  bathing 
actually  took  place. 

4.  The  coliform  test  as  used  in  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  drinking  waters  was  the  main  test  procedure 
used  but  had  certain  limitations.  Promising  results  with 
plate  counts  on  relatively  non-inhibitorv  media  were  obtained. 

5.  Various  salmonella  serotypes,  notably  Salm.  para¬ 
typhi  B,  were  isolated  in  small  numbers  from  a  high  propor¬ 
tion  of  sea-water  samples.  The  proportion  of  positive 
results  for  salmonella  isolation  increased  from  13.3%  in 
samples  with  less  than  1000  coliform  organisms  per  100  ml. 
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to  40.1%  in  samples  with  over  10,000  coliforms  per  100  ml. 
Comparison  of  the  numbers  of  salmonellae  isolated  with  what 
is  known  of  the  minimum  infective  doses  of  these  organisms 
suggested  that  very  large  volumes  of  sea  water  would  require 
to  be  ingested  for  infection  to  occur. 

6.  Polio  virus  was  not  isolated  from  a  small  series  of 
sea-water  samples  examined.  Because  of  the  very  large 
dilution  factor,  special  concentration  procedures  would 
probably  be  required  to  isolate  this  virus  from  sea  water. 

7.  Four  cases  of  paratyphoid  fever  probably  due  to 
bathing  were  recorded.  Surveys  of  the  two  associated 
beaches  had  given  median  presumptive  ■coliform  counts  of 
more  than  10,000  per  100  ml.,  and  both  showed  gross 
macroscopic  pollution  with  sewage. 

8.  A  statistically  controlled  study  of  the  bathing 
histories  of  150  poliomyelitis  cases  in  children  living  per¬ 
manently  by  the  seaside  gave  no  evidence  that  bathing  had 
played  any  part  in  causing  the  disease. 

General  Conclusions 

The  following  general  conclusions  were  drawn  as  a  result 
of  the  investigations  reported: 

(i)  That  bathing  in  sewage-polluted  sea  water  carries  only 
a  negligible  risk  to  health,  even  on  beaches  that  are  aesthe¬ 
tically  very  unsatisfactory. 

(ii)  That  the  minimal  risk  attending  such  bathing  is 
probably  associated  with  chance  contact  with  intact  aggre¬ 
gates  of  faecal  material  that  happen  to  have  come  from 
infected  persons. 

(iii)  That  the  isolation  of  pathogenic  organisms  from 
sewage-contaminated  sea  water  is  more  important  as  evidence 
of  an  existing  hazard  in  the  populations  from  which  the 
sewage  is  derived  than  as  evidence  of  a  further  risk  of 
infection  in  bathers. 

(iv)  That,  since  a  serious  risk  of  contracting  disease 
through  bathing  in  sewage-polluted  sea  water  is  probably 
not  incurred  unless  the  water  is  so  fouled  as  to  be  aesthetically 
revolting,  public  health  requirements  would  seem  to  be 
reasonably  met  by  a  general  policy  of  improving  grossly 
insanitary  bathing  waters  and  of  preventing  so  far  as  possible 
the  pollution  of  bathing  beaches  with  undisintegrated  faecal 
matter  during  the  bathing  season. 
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Once  more,  in  closing  this  preface  it  is  my  welcome  duty 
to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  loyal  co-operation  of 
all  members  of  my  staff.  In  addition,  the  understanding  and 
support  of  the  Mayor  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Committees  has,  as  always,  been  an  unfailing  source 
of  encouragement. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  MILLS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS,  1959. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

John  Mills,  m.d.,  ch.B.,  m.r.c.s.  (eng).,  l.r.c.p. 
(lond.),  d.p.h. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Meat  &  Food  Inspector — 
F.  K.  AZE,  C.S.I.B.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector — 

H.  S.  Bull,  m.r.s.h.,  m.a.p.h.i. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15,530 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Figures)  ...  19,730 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1959)  per 

rate  books  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,425 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  1.4.59)  ...  ...  ...  £303,943 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (1958-59)  ...  £1,142 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  ...  ...  ...  12*0 

Comparative  factor  ...  ...  ...  ...  1-15 

Comparative  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  13-8 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still 

births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20-5 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  ...  ...  ...  16-7 

Comparative  factor  ...  ...  ...  ...  0*70 

Comparative  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  11-7 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and 

still  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  8  -4 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  4-5 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  62  -5 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  46 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

Births. 

The  total  number  of  live  births  was  239  of  which  223 
were  legitimate  and  16  illegitimate.  The  live  birth  rate 
was  12  0  per  1000  living;  the  birth  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  being  16  -5. 
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Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  332  which  gives  a 
death  rate  of  16-7per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  popu¬ 
lation,  the  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  11-6. 
Infantile  Mortality. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  was  8-4  per  1000  registered 
live  births  ;  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  generally  was 
22  0. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


C  clmsc. 

Male. 

Female. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

6 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

8 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

— 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

— 

2 

neoplasms 

13 

11 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

4 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

24 

23 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

29 

15 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

4 

Other  heart  diseases  ... 

26 

46 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

4 

8 

Influenza 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

16 

14 

Bronchitis 

9 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

3 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

—  ■ 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

15 

17 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

— 

All  other  accidents 

3 

6 

Suicide  ... 

1 

— 

Other  violent  causes  ... 

— 

— 

All  causes 

165 

167 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 

During  the  Year  1959. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

24 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

(including  Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

15 

3 

30* 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Other  diseases 

generally  notifiable  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

Polio- Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

— 

— 

Measles 

27 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

31 

1 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

5 

1 

— 

Totals . 

114 

5 

30 

*This  figure  includes  certain  cases  of  pneumonia  which  are  not  notifiable. 


Age  at  Date  of  Notification. 


Age 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever 

Food 

Poisoning 

Polio- 

Encephalitis 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Whooping  Cough 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Under  1 

2 

1  and  under  2 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

a 

1 

Z. 

3 

i  i  >  > 

4 

11  7  1* 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

i 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

— 

o 

5 

1 

4 

> ,  1 1  5 

4 

1 

2 

5 

„  io 

17 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

13 

15 

10 

>  >  1 1  1 3 

1 

1 

15 

„  20 

2 

20 

,,  .,35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

35 

, ,  , ,  45 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

45 

11  11  65 

— 

— 

— 

6 

2 

A 

1 

OO  dllU  UVCI 

o 

Totals 

24 

— 

— 

15 

3 

5 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

27 

31 

12 


TUBERCULOSIS,  1959. 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Death 

s 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulm 

onary 

No 

Pulm 

n- 

onary 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  and  under  1 

_ 

1 

5 

5 

10 

10 

15 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

20 

20 

„  25 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

„  35 

6 

3 

3 

35 

45 

4 

4 

45 

55 

1 

1 

55 

65 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  and 

over 

3 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

1 19 

10 

4 

— 

5 

2* 

— 

1 

— 

1 

f  Included  in  this  total  are  seven  patients  who  have  transferred  from  the 
mainland. 

♦Includes  one  case  who  died  from  another  cause 


PRINCIPAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LEGISLATION 
coining  into  operation  in  1959  include  the  following 

The  Fabrics  (Misdescription)  Regulations,  1959. 

Slaughterhouses  Reports  (Appointed  Day)  Order,  1959. 

Slaughterhouses  (Reports)  Direction,  1959. 

The  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958. 

The  Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilization)  Regulations,  1959. 

The  Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilization  (Revocation)  )  Regula¬ 
tions,  1959. 

The  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  (Amendment)  Regulations, 
1959. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1958. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959. 

The  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1959. 

Housing  (Underground  Rooms)  Act,  1959. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  ETC. 

Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
Miscellaneous  Visits 
Drainage 
Smoke  Tests 

Camping  and  Caravan  Sites 
Knackers  Yards  ... 

Factories 

Foodshops  and  Stores  ... 

Food  Preparation  Premises 
Ice  Cream  Premises 
Bakehouses 
Milk  and  Dairies 
Atmospheric  Pollution  ... 

Infectious  Disease  and  Food  Poisoning 

Swimming  Baths 

Slaughterhouses 

Verminous  Premises 

Rent  Act  ... 

Pet  Shops 

Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  ... 


238 

239 
163 

6 

14 

6 

21 

146 

64 

7 

11 

10 

8 

153 

20 

876 

13 

21 

6 

4 


2026 


Statutory  Notices  Served — Public  Health  Acts 

5 

Informal  Notices  Served 

69 

Informal  Notices  Complied  with 

77 

Nuisances  abated 

47 

Water  Samples 

(a)  Drinking  Water 

94 

(b)  Swimming  Pools 

11 

Ice  Cream  Samples 

7 

Complaints  Received 

194 

14 


FOOD 

Meat  Inspection. 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND 
CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

Excl’ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

No.  Killed 

563 

765 

3320 

1645 

18611 

— 

No.  Inspected 

563 

765 

3320 

1645 

18611 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2 

13 

26 

4 

28 

58 

173 

3 

8 

716 

— - 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci  ... 

10.7 

24.3 

0.9 

0.7 

4.0 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  ... 

3 

21 

9 

_ 

494 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.5 

2.7 

0.3 

_ 

2.7 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  ... 

12 

9 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

12 

9 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

_ 

___ 

_ 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

Tons  Cwt.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

Total  meat  condemned  ...  11  0  0  9 

Other  Foodstuffs  ...  ...  15  3  6 


11  15  3  15 


In  addition  2,667  tins  of  miscellaneous  foodstuffs  were  destroyed 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

The  following  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  for  the  year 
1959:— 

1.  5-7  Scarrot’s  Lane,  occupied  by  C.  F.  H.  Biles. 

2.  35-39  Scarrot’s  Lane,  occupied  by  A.  W.  Abraham 
&  Co.  Ltd. 

3.  47  Scarrot’s  Lane,  occupied  by  J.  W.  Wooldridge 
Ltd. 

4.  Heytesbury  Slaughterhouse,  Worsley  Road,  occu¬ 
pied  by  N.  C.  Williams. 

876  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses  in  connection 
with  meat  inspection,  licensing,  and  the  detailed  inspections 
of  premises  necessary  for  the  Council’s  report  to  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food  under  Section  3  of  the 
Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  which  has  to  be  submitted  before 
2nd  November,  1960. 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  licensed  by  the  Council 
during  1959  was  30. 

The  Council  received  a  grant  from  the  Central  Govern¬ 
ment  for  excess  meat  inspection  for  the  Financial  Year 
1958-1959. 

The  Slaughterhouse  Act,  1958 

The  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations, 

1958 

The  above  Regulations  were  operative  from  1st  January, 
1959  as  follows: — 

(1)  All  the  Regulations  apply  immediately  to  new 
slaughterhouses. 

(2)  Some  of  the  Regulations  apply  immediately  to 
existing  slaughterhouses  and  the  remainder  will 
apply  at  a  date  to  be  appointed  by  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food. 

The  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  requires  each  local 
authority  to  review  and  report  to  the  Minister  on 

(a)  the  existing  and  probable  future  requirements  of 
their  district  for  slaughterhouse  facilities,  and 

(b)  the  facilities  which  are,  or  are  likely  to  become, 
available  to  meet  those  requirements. 

(c)  certain  other  matters  defined  by  the  Minister,  and  a 
recommended  date  on  which  the  Minister  will,  if  he 
approves,  confirm  the  coming  into  operation  of  all 
the  Regulations. 
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Unless  a  slaughterhouse  complies  with  all  the  Hygiene 
and  Prevention  of  Cruelty  Regulations  after  they  are  fully  in 
operation,  a  licence  cannot  be  granted. 

The  Regulations  cover  construction  of  slaughterhouses, 
water  supplies,  drainage,  lairage,  stunning  facilities,  walls,’ 
floors,  roofs,  windows,  doors,  fly  proofing,  hanging  rooms, 
lighting,  clothing  and  equipment,  and  staff  welfare. 

A  detailed  survey  of  each  slaughterhouse  was  made  and  a 
schedule  of  principal  works  required  was  prepared  and 
forwarded  to  each  slaughterhouse  owner. 

The  Report  to  be  made  to  the  Minister  under  the 
Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  is  the  first  major  step  ever  made 
towards  centralising  information  on  slaughterhouse  facilities 
throughout  the  country,  whilst  the  Hygiene  and  Prevention 
of  Cruelty  Regulations  represent  a  long  overdue  improve¬ 
ment.  It  is  remarkable  indeed  that  for  some  time  there  has 
been  considerably  more  legislation  available  for  control  of 
meat  retailers'  premises  than  for  slaughterhouses  where  meat 
is  produced.  All  slaughterhouses  in  use  before,  or  within 
three  months  of  the  passing  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
were  Registered.  Slaughterhouses  subsequently  brought 
into  use  were  licensed,  apparently  without  time  limit,  until 
the  Public  Health  Act  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  (an  Adoptive 
Act),  stipulated  that  licences  should  be  for  one  year  or  longer 
as  decided  by  the  local  authority.  Registered  slaughter¬ 
houses  had  ancient  rights  and  privileges  and  were  not  easy 
to  close.  The  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955  finally  ended  Regis¬ 
tration  and  brought  in  licensing  for  all  slaughterhouses. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  there  were  17  private  slaughter¬ 
houses  operating  in  the  Borough  and  there  was  no  public 
slaughterhouse.  They  were  mostly  small,  back  street 
premises  used  for  the  slaughter  of  a  few  animals  per  week, 
but  completely  lacking  in  hygiene  and  structurally  unsatis¬ 
factory.  Probably  little  or  no  change  had  been  made  for 
fifty  years  or  more. 

In  1940,  The  Livestock  (Restriction  on  Slaughtering) 
(No.  2)  Order,  enabled  the  Minister  of  Food  to  prohibit  the 
slaughter  of  animals  for  sale  except  at  slaughterhouses  of 
which  he  had  taken  possession  under  The  Defence  (General) 
Regulations,  1939,  and  no  licence  was  required.  This 
resulted  in  two  slaughterhouses  operating  in  the  Borough 
from  1940  until  1954,  after  which  date  the  Minister  handed 
the  premises  back  to  private  enterprise.  Only  the  four 
licensed  slaughterhouses  previously  mentioned  have  con¬ 
tinued  to  operate  since  1954. 
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KNACKERS  YARDS 


One  knackers  yard  has  ceased  to  operate  and  there 
remains  only  Park  Green  Farm,  Carisbrooke,  occupied  by 
Mr.  C.  F.  H.  Biles. 


FOOD  PREMISES 

There  has  been  continued  improvement  in  the  condition 
of  food  premises,  shops  and  stores.  There  was  good  co¬ 
operation  from  traders  but  it  should  be  noted  that  once  a 
higher  standard  has  been  achieved,  care  must  be  taken  to 
ensure  that  it  is  maintained.  There  may  be  a  tendency  to 
relax  the  standard  of  hygiene  during  the  busy  summer 
months.  Certain  tasks  are  neglected  and  thus  a  subtle 
deterioration  occurs  which  may  not  be  remedied  until  the 
next  visit  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  occupiers  of  a  number  of  food  premises  with  plans 
for  enlargement  or  improvements  came  forward  at  an  early 
stage  to  discuss  their  proposals  and  seek  advice.  This  is  a 
commendable  practice.  The  trader  can  be  sure  that  his 
premises  will  comply  with  current  legislation  and  defects 
discovered  in  the  planning  stages  are  obviously  easier  to  deal 
with  than  those  found  when  the  work  is  completed. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  a  greengrocer 
for  failure  to  comply  with  The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 
1955.  The  summonses  concerned  Regulations  16  (3),  16  (2), 
14  (5),  14  (2),  9,  8  and  23  (1).  Fines  totalling  £70  were 
imposed  for  the  seven  offences. 

An  aged  man  living  alone  carrying  on  the  business  of 
confectioner  and  tobacconist  was  found  to  be  living  in 
verminous  conditions.  His  shop  was  dirty  and  without 
proper  facilities.  Every  effort  was  made  to  assist  him  and  a 
local  voluntary  organisation  cleaned  and  re-decorated  his 
shop.  Conditions  rapidly  deteriorated  again  and  the  man 
resisted  all  attempts  at  further  help.  Legal  proceedings 
were  instituted  for  failure  to  comply  with  The  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955,  but  before  the  case  was  heard  the  man 
closed  his  business  and  entered  a  home  for  old  persons. 
Accordingly,  the  proceedings  were  abandoned. 
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ICE  CREAM 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  samples  taken 
and  their  gradings  according  to  the  methylene  blue  test.  In 
addition  a  sample  of  water  ice  was  examined  bacteriologically 
and  the  result  was  satisfactory. 


Samples 

taken 

Grade 

1 

Grade 

2 

Grade 

3 

Grade 

4 

6 

4 

1 

1 

Nil 

Satisf 

actory 

Unsatisf 

actory 

No  ice-cream  is  manufactured  in  the  Borough  and  the 
details  above  refer  to  samples  taken  in  the  course  of  distri¬ 
bution  in  Newport. 

The  production  of  ice-cream  is  now  in  the  hands  of  com¬ 
paratively  few  manufacturers,  some  of  whom  distribute 
throughout  the  country.  It  is  not  considered  necessary  to 
take  a  large  number  of  samples:  to  avoid  duplication  it  is 
preferable  to  take  a  limited  number,  representative  of  the 
different  types  supplied  by  the  various  manufacturers.  • 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

Since  1957,  Newport  has  been  part  of  a  “Specified  Area” 
in  which  only  specially  designated  milk  may  be  sold.  The 
designations  are  “Tuberculin  Tested”  and  “Pasteurised”. 
There  is  one  large  pasteurising  plant  which  is  licensed  by  the 
I.W.  County  Council  for  whom  the  Borough  Public  Health 
Inspectors  carry  out  inspections  in  connection  with  the  issue 
of  the  pasteuriser’s  licence.  In  addition  there  are  four 
registered  Dairies  in  which  milk  is  bottled 

Complaints  concerning  the  keeping  quality  or  composi¬ 
tion  of  milk  are  becoming  rare  and  the  chief  cause  of  annoy¬ 
ance  to  householders  is  the  condition  of  milk  bottles  which 
are  sometimes  badly  scratched  or  chipped.  This  is  a  problem 
which  the  dairy  industry  has  very  much  in  mind  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  real  answer  is  a  cheap  disposable  type 
of  milk  container. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

Ninety-four  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  Bacterio¬ 
logical  Examination  during  the  year  and  the  results  were  as 
follows: — 


Carisbrooke  Pumping  Station 

No.  of  samples 
satisfactory 

...  17 

No.  of  samples 
unsatisfactory 

6 

Bowcombe  Pumping  Station  ... 

...  16 

7 

154,  High  Street,  Newport 

...  21 

1 

58  St.  John’s  Road,  Newport 

...  22 

1 

107  and  109  Staplers  Road,  Newport 

2 

Little  Garth,  Park  Road,  Wootton  ...  1 

— 

Samples  taken  from  a  shallow  well  supplying  two 
cottages  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

One  of  the  cottages  in  particular  was  in  poor  structural 
condition  and  in  need  of  repair.  The  estimated  cost  of 
providing  a  piped  mains  water  supply  when  added  to  the 
estimated  cost  of  necessary  repairs,  indicated  that  at  least 
one  of  the  properties  was  incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  for 
human  habitation  at  a  reasonable  expense. 

The  occupants  of  one  house  subsequently  moved  else¬ 
where  and  the  cottage  was  not  re-let.  The  remaining 
occupied  cottage  was  closed  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957 
and  the  family  will  be  re-housed  by  the  Council. 


SWIMMING  POOLS 

Bacteriological  Samples  No.  of  Samples  No.  of  Samples 

satisfactory  unsatisfactory 

Seaclose  Swimming  Pool  ...  ...  4  — 

Lakeside  Swimming  Pool  ...  ...  3 

Little  Canada  Holiday  Camp  ...  ...  2  2 

Of  the  three  swimming  baths  in  the  Borough,  listed 
above,  the  first  two  are  baths  to  which  the  general  public  are 
admitted:  Seaclose  is  owned  by  the  Corporation.  The  pool  at 
Little  Canada  is  used  only  by  the  residents  of  the  holiday 
camp. 

Seaclose  and  Lakeside  are  open-air  pools  equipped  with 
continuous  filtration  equipment  and  sterilisation  is  carried 
out  by  chlorine  injection  apparatus.  Water  supply  for 
Seaclose  is  from  the  mains  and  Lakeside  obtains  its  supply 
from  Wootton  Creek. 

The  results  of  bacteriological  examinations  were  satis¬ 
factory  but  operators  have  been  reminded  that  the  result  of 
a  sample  indicates  the  condition  of  the  water  only  at  the 
time  the  sample  is  taken.  The  need  is  for  a  water  of  good 
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quality,  free  from  turbidity  at  all  times  and  special  care  is 
necessary  at  peak  bathing  loads. 

Byelaws  have  been  made  under  Section  233  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936  with  respect  to  swimming  baths. 


DRAINAGE 


It  is  not  generally  realised  that  a  length  of  “drain'’ 
serving  a  number  of  houses  and  laid,  say,  in  the  back  gar¬ 
dens  of  a  terrace  of  houses,  may  in  many  cases  be  a  public 
sewer,  vested  in  the  local  authority.  Many  sewers  of  this 
type  are  very  old  and  were  poorly  constructed;  there  is  often 
no  proper  access  so  that  when  an  obstruction  occurs  it  is 
impossible  to  remove  it  without  excavation. 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  maintaining  such  sewers 
but  the  owners  of  the  properties  connected  are  liable  for  the 
cost.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  this  work  during  recent 
years  and  it  is  to  be  expected  that  this  trend  will  continue. 


CESSPOOL  EMPTYING  SERVICE 


The  number  of  cesspools  emptied  was  102  which  is  an 
increase  of  2  in  the  number  emptied  during  the  previous 
year.  The  cost  of  emptying  was  £355  6s.  3d.  of  which 
£201  6s.  3d.  was  recovered  by  the  Council. 


RENT  ACT,  1957 


Five  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were 
received  during  the  year,  compared  with  twenty-nine 
applications  in  1958. 


HOUSING 


Under  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Programme,  26 
houses  were  demolished  and  2  were  closed. 

The  following  Clearance  Areas  were  dealt  with: — 


Area 

High  Street,  Wootton 
Stephens  Cottages,  Gunville 


No.  of  houses 


4 

3 

3 

4 


Chain  Lane 
Hunnyhill 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948. 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health. 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT.  INSPECTIONS. 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occup¬ 
iers  Pro¬ 
secuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

14 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sect.  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

127 

20 

3 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sect.  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Author¬ 
ity  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

TOTAL  . 

141 

21 

3 

— 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remed’d 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

No.  of 
Prosecu¬ 
tions 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.  1) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.2 

>) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

_ 

_ 

— — 

(6)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT.  OUTWORKERS. 


Section  1 10 

Section  1 1 

i 

Nature  of  work 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 

HO  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecutions 

Lampshades 

62 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Knitted  Wear 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

63 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (MILK  AND  DAIRIES)  ACTS, 

1944. 

Samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  from 
herds  whose  milk  is  retailed  raw  without  heat  treatment. 
These  samples  were  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Labor¬ 
atory,  Winchester,  for  the  presence  of  live  Tubercle  Bacilli. 


Number  of  samples  taken  for  T.B.  during  the 
year  1959 


46 


Number  of  samples  found  to  be  positive  ...  Nil 

Number  of  samples  in  which  Brucella  Abortus 

was  isolated  ...  ...  ...  ...  *2 


. 


I 


■ 


) 


